
DENTIST'S 2-YEAR CDE RECORD-KEEPING FOLDER

SUMMARY OF 2-YEAR CDE CREDITS FOR LICENSE RENEWAL

THIS FOLDER WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 

HOW MANY CDE CREDITS ARE REQUIRED BY 
THE RULES?Dentists must accumulate 30 hours of 

acceptable CDE in the two-year period 
preceding license renewal.

IS A CDE CREDIT UNIT THE SAME AS  
A CDE HOUR? A credit unit consists of 60 minutes, which make 

up one credit hour.
WHAT ABOUT HOME STUDY COURSES?
A maximum of 50 percent of the required credit 
hours may be taken through individual study, 
serving as an instructor, or authoring a book, 
article or continuing education program. At least 50 percent of required credit hours must 

be obtained through attending lectures or clinical 
presentations.

IS CPR REQUIRED BY THE RULES?Yes. At the time of license renewal, dentists must 
possess current certification in infant, child and 
adult cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). The 
course must be substantially similar in content 
to CPR courses offered by the American Heart 
Association or the American Red Cross and 
have a similar renewal period. (Online CPR 
certification is not acceptable.)

MUST I SUBMIT MY COURSE VOUCHERS AND 
CERTIFICATES WITH MY LICENSE RENEWAL?
No. By submitting your license renewal 
application to the SBOD you automatically attest 
to having complied with the CDE requirements. 
Records must be maintained for four years from 
the date of application. License renewals will be 
randomly audited. At the time of audit, records of 
CDE activities must be presented to demonstrate 
rules compliance.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE 
TO MEET THE CDE REQUIREMENTS?
If an applicant falsifies information or cannot 
provide documentation supporting completion of 
the required credit hours, the consequences may 
result in fines, reprimands, probation or license 
suspension.

WHO IS NOT EXEMPT FROM THE CDE 
REQUIREMENTS?A licensee or certificate holder suspended for 

disciplinary reasons.

WHAT DOES “ACCEPTABLE” CDE MEAN?
Courses related to the profession of dentistry of 
a clinical or scientific nature are acceptable IF 
the course provider is approved by the SBOD. 
(See program sponsors.) Courses offered 
by CDE providers that are approved by the 
Academy of General Dentistry (AGD PACE) and 
the American Dental Association (ADA CERP) 
are automatically approved by the SBOD. 
Other providers must apply for course approval 
directly with the SBOD. Verify course status 
with the provider before taking the course. For 
a listing of continuing education courses visit 
www.padental.org/CE.

The following are the continuing education 
subject areas that directly relate to the 
maintenance of clinical competence:•	 Clinical and technological subjects.

•	Emergency procedures EXCLUDING 
HOURS REQUIRED FOR CPR CERTIFICATION. •	 Diagnoses and treatment of oral pathosis. 

•	 Infection control. •	 Abuse and neglect.•	 Medical and scientific subjects.•	 Laws and regulations pertaining to dentists, 
dental hygienists and expanded function 
dental assistants.

Credit hours will not be awarded in nonclinical 
subjects, including:•	 Practice building.•	 Billing.
•	 Office management.•	 Communication skills.•	 Insurance reimbursement.

Credit will not be awarded for repeating a 
program in the same renewal period unless the 
subject matter has substantially changed during 
that period.

CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE PREVENTED ME FROM 
COMPLETING THE CDE REQUIREMENTS. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO?Special consideration may be granted in the 

form of a waiver by the SBOD in selected 
instances of illness, hardship or emergency. The 
waiver request must be in writing and explain 
why compliance is impossible and should be 
submitted to the SBOD as soon as possible. 
Waiver requests will be handled on a case-by-
case basis.

PROGRAM SPONSORSThe Board has approved the following as 
program sponsors:•	 American Dental Association  Continuing Education Review Program  

(CERP Approved).•	 Academy of General Dentistry National 
Sponsor Approval Program.•	An accredited dental, dental hygienist or 

expanded function dental assistant school 
or program. •	 Medical or osteopathic medical school or 

college accredited by an accrediting body 
recognized by the State Board of Medicine, 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine or the 
State Board of Nursing.•	 The National Dental Association and its 

specialty societies and the National Dental 
Hygienists Association.•	 The American Dental Association’s specialty 

associations, the American Dental Hygienists 
Association and the American Dental 
Assistants Association.   •	 The American Medical Association, 

American Osteopathic Medical Association 
and the American Nursing Association.

•	 The Pennsylvania Academy of Dental 
Hygiene Studies.•	 The Veterans’ Administration. •	 The United States military services.

•	 The National Institutes of Health.•	 The United States Public Health Service.WHERE CAN MORE INFORMATION BE 
OBTAINED ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA CDE 
REQUIREMENTS?    More information, including a complete copy 

of the CDE regulations, can be obtained by 
contacting the State Board of Dentistry, P.O. Box 
2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649,  
(717) 783-7162, Fax (717) 787-7769, 
www.dos.state.pa.us, or the Pennsylvania 
Dental Association, 3501 North Front Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17110, (717) 234-5941,  
(800) 223-0016, Fax (717) 232-7169.  
www.padental.org.

THE RIGHT TOOLSinside and outside your practice

covered.
you’re© Copyright PDAIS 2009. All Rights Reserved.  

PDAIS logo is a registered trademark of Pennsylvania Dental Association Insurance Services, Inc.  

Call today for a FREE quote.877 PDAIS 4 U (877 732 4748) www.pdais.com

Whether it’s your practice, family or staff...  

we provide the highest quality Products and Services for Dental Professionals.  

With PDAIS you will know you’re always covered.

CONTINUING ANESTHESIA EDUCATION REGULATIONS

Beginning April 1, 2005, and for all subsequent renewal periods, the following hours of continuing education  

are required as a condition of permit renewal:

TOTAL CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS
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Continuing Education Lectures/ProgramsContinuing Anesthesia Education (if applicable)
Individual Self-StudyServing as an Instructor of a Didactic Course

Author: Books, Professional Articles, CE Programs

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR)

Current certification in infant, child and adult CPR will be required for relicensure. Certification may be obtained by 

completing a course that is substantially similar in content to CPR courses offered by the American Heart Association 

or the American Red Cross and has a similar renewal period. To avoid delay in the processing of your license 

renewal application, PDA recommends that you complete the American Heart Association’s “Health-care provider” 

course or a course offering a certification card that states “Infant, Child and Adult CPR.” (Note: Online CPR courses 

are not acceptable and CE credits are not earned for this training.)

•	Unrestricted Permit: An applicant for an unrestricted permit 

shall have completed 15 hours of SBOD-approved courses 

related to general anesthesia and deep sedation.
•	Restricted Permit I: An applicant for a restricted permit I 

shall have completed 15 hours of SBOD-approved courses 

related to conscious sedation.•	Restricted Permit II: There are no additional CE requirements.

•	Non-permitholder: Non-permitholder licensees who 
maintain offices in which general anesthesia, deep sedation 

or conscious sedation is administered shall have completed 

five hours of SBOD-approved courses related to the modality 

of anesthesia that is administered in the office. For example, a 

non-permitholder who uses an itinerant provider administering 

general anesthesia must obtain five hours of CE in coursework 

related to general anesthesia.

Continuing anesthesia education will be credited toward the permitholder’s and the non-permitholder licensee’s 

continuing education requirement under Section 33.401(a)(1) (relating to credit-hour requirements).

provided as a member-service by your Pennsylvania Dental Association
Every two years, all Pennsylvania dentists must renew their licenses and 

certify compliance with state continuing dental education (CDE) rules by 

submitting their application for license renewal.Dental licenses renew on April 1 of every odd numbered year. For the 

preceding two-year period, dentists must maintain records of CDE activities 

according to Subchapter B. LICENSURE OF DENTISTS AND DENTAL 

HYGIENISTS: Section 33.105. Biennial renewal of licenses and certificates.
It is the dentist’s responsibility to keep evidence of his or her CDE 

activities for four years following license renewal in the event of an audit 

by the State Board of Dentistry (SBOD). Sponsors must keep records of 

the CDE courses they provide, but only to substantiate dentists’ claims of 

participation. It is the dentist's responsibility to keep CDE records in the 

same manner in which Internal Revenue Service data are kept.
Evidence of course attendance and completion may take the form 

of vouchers, certificates or letters from approved sponsors, sponsor-

generated printouts or a certified transcription of the courses taken from 

an accredited college or university. (For non-credit courses taken, a 

statement of hours of attendance signed by the instructor is acceptable.) 

Copies of published articles, books or CDE programs and evidence of 

being an instructor should be as complete as possible to protect against 

potential audit challenges. F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

PARTIALLY UNDERWRITTEN BY 

The Dentists Insurance Company

Endorsed by

For a quote contact PDAIS877.732.4748thedentists.com

• Professional Liability• Office Property• Employment Practices Liability

Protectingdentists.
It’s all we do.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SOCIAL NETWORK

•	 Forums - Discuss dental office equipment and products, 

legislative topics and practice management issues.

•	 Library - Search and share documents, as well as 

provide product reviews and share testimonials.

•	 Public and private groups - Discuss topics with just 

members of your group, or visit a public group.

•	 Calendar - View upcoming events across the state.

•	 Personal	
Profile - Share information about yourself 

with colleagues and upload a headshot.

•	 Blogs - Access members’ blogs, including PDA 

president Dr. Dennis Charlton’s, or start your own.

There is all of this and much more. The new communication  

possibilities provided by this social network are endless. Log on 

today and try it out for yourself. Step-by-step instructions are 

available for download to assist you with getting started. 

Log on to your
SOCIAL NETWORK

[private]

www.padental.org/sonet

Welcome to the 
Pennsylvania
Dental
Association

[Your Member Guide]
www.padental.org  (800)  223-0016



PA State Board of Dentistry
www.dos.state.pa.us/dent

ADA Great West Insurance
www.insurance.ada.org

ADA Continuing Education
www.adaceonline.org

Classified Ads
www.padental.org/classifieds

Continuing Education
www.padental.org/ce

Dental Clinic Directory
www.padental.org/clinicdirectory

Events
www.padental.org/calendar

Find a Dentist
www.padental.org/findadentist

Kids’ Corner
www.padental.org/kidscorner

Placement Service
www.padental.org/placementservice

Practice Management
www.padental.org/practicemanagement

Radiology
www.padental.org/radiology

Social Network
www.community.padental.org

Q
u

ic
k

L
in

k
s



211 East Chicago Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Phone: (800) 621-8099
www.ada.org 

www.padental.org/components 

District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4

District 5
District 6
District 7

District 8 
District 9
District 10

All organizations 
work together to 
provide you with 
the best possible 
benefits and service. 

Tripartite 
Membership
When you joined PDA, you also became a member of district 
and local societies in your immediate practice area as well 
as the American Dental Association (ADA). Through this 
beneficial tripartite arrangement, you’ll receive membership 
benefits and services at the local, district, state and national 
levels. Tripartite membership provides a united voice in 
advocacy efforts. 

About

National State

Local

3501 N. Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Phone: (717) 234-5941
Fax: (717) 234-4301

www.padental.org



By using just a few key benefits,

membership can save you 
on average $6,000 a year!
>>Continue reading to see how.

membership@padental .org
(800) 223-0016

Did You Know?
You can pay your dues  

in four easy ways

1
2
3
4

check

credit card

online 
www.padental.org/dues

eDues
www.padental.org/edues

Career Opportunities

Reduce Overhead Expenses

Certification and Education

Information and Data	

Commitment to Excellence

You

Family

Staff

Patients

Why organized 
dentistry? 
•	 Advances the dental profession through research, 

education and legislative and regulatory influence. 
•	 One unified voice: working together yields greater results. 
•	 Offers valuable benefits, services, resources and programs.
•	 Promotes the art and science of dentistry to the public.
•	 Provides trustworthy, reliable information.

Who benefits from your membership? 
More than just you. Your family, staff and patients all benefit 
from your membership. Here’s how:

Membership
?



ADA/PDA Sponsored  
Continuing Education Courses

Without
Membership

With
Membership

In-Person  

Online  

Free 

Reduced Cost 

Think of PDA staff
as your very own 
problem solvers 
who are available 
to assist you in any 
way possible.
www.padental.org/staff

Social Events
www.padental.org/calendar

PDA Social Network
Use the members-only Social 
Network to connect with your 
colleagues across the state. 
Discuss patient cases to 
determine the best treatment plan, share personal opinion on 
favorite restaurants or vacation spots or get a conversation 
started about hot topics in dentistry. PDA’s Social Network 
provides it all; specific groups for those with like-minded 
interests, general topic forums, resource libraries and more! 
www.community.padental.org

Insurance Expertise
Members can access helpful online resources or talk directly 
with PDA’s in-house insurance industry expert. Let us solve 
your problems and answer your questions about the issues 
facing dentists today. www.padental.org/insurance

$Savings = $100/hr 
Telephone assistance 
with third-party pay and 
regulation compliance

Members only
These valuable benefits are available only to members, 
like you!

Online Radiology CE Course
Pennsylvania regulation requires dentists 
and any dental staff member involved 
with taking X-rays to maintain continuing 
education in radiation safety. It can be 

costly to find an in-person course that meets the requirements 
set forth by the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP). As a result, PDA developed a FREE online Radiology 
PowerPoint and supplemental exam with certificate issued upon 
completion for all member dentists and their non-dentist 
staff, good for up to four years.
www.padental.org/radiology

Continuing Education Opportunities
www.padental.org/ce

Benefits

$
Savings = $365 



Non-Covered Services
We are working hard to ensure legislation is enacted which 
prohibits insurance companies from capping fees on services 
they choose not to cover in their dental plans. Several key 
advances were made in 2012 toward finalizing this legislation 
and receiving the Governor’s signature. By doing so, 
Pennsylvania will become the 27th state to prohibit caps on 
non-covered dental services.

Victories
General Anesthesia 
Coverage for  
At-Risk Patients
Pennsylvania, along with 31 other  
states, now requires medical insurers to  
cover costs associated with administering  
general anesthesia to children seven years of age and 
younger and patients with developmental disabilities.
 
Dentists Required to Carry  
Malpractice Insurance
Insurance policy coverage requires a minimum of $1 million 
per occurrence or claim and $3 million per annual aggregate. 
We successfully lobbied to amend the legislation to include 
the following exemptions:
•	 Dentists maintaining an active license but not  

practicing clinically.
•	 Volunteer dentists in community-based settings. 
•	 Dentists whose employer provides coverage.

Without PDA’s influence, these groups would be unnecessarily 
required to carry malpractice insurance coverage. 

Day on the Hill
Only members, their staff, 
spouses and guests are invited to 
participate in PDA’s annual Day 
on the Hill. Visit historic Harrisburg 
as you meet with legislators to 
discuss issues affecting you, your 
practice and the profession.
www.padental.org/dayonthehill

Pennsylvania Dental 
Association Political 
Action Committee (PADPAC)
Successful lobbying efforts are a direct relation to PADPAC’s 
strength and support. Visit www.padental.org/padpac to 
learn about the PAC’s influence on legislation. 

Legislative
Your voice does matter and does make a difference!

www.padental .org/advocacy



News releases
Whenever dentistry receives press coverage, good or bad, 
ADA and PDA are on the forefront to support member 
dentists and uphold the prestigious dental profession by 
setting the record straight, providing guidelines and having 
properly trained spokespersons available for factual, 
scientific commentary. 

At Your Leisure
•	 Facebook 

facebook.com/
padentalassn 

•	 Twitter  
twitter.com/
padentalassn 

•	 LinkedIn 
linkedin.com/in/
padental 
 

 
 

•	 Practicing in 
Pennsylvania: A Guide  
for the New Dentist 
www.padental.org/
practicepa 

•	 Consider Pennsylvania! 
www.padental.org/
considerpa

Publications & More

Communication

@
We need your email

to better communicate
with you! You won’t be 
bombarded with email and your 
email address will NEVER be sold to 
an outside entity. 

www.padental.org/email

Bimonthly
•	 Pennsylvania  

Dental Journal
•	 Journal of the American 

Dental Association (JADA) 

Monthly
•	 eNews Update
•	 ADA News 

Pennsylvania!Consider
www.padental.org

A Guide for the New deNtist

Pennsylvania
Practicing

www.padental.org/publications



Membership Puts Money 
in Your Pocket
Contract Analysis
Members can utilize ADA’s in-house team of legal advisors 
for contract analysis. More than 4,000 insurance contracts 
have been analyzed and reviewed, providing valuable legal 
advice on the contractual  
terms that are to your  
advantage and those 
worthrenegotiating. 

Business Solutions

$
Savings = $300 per 	
	 contract

Moving Your 
Practice Checklist
Whether you’re relocating 
personally or professionally, 
this handy resource will help 
make sure you’ve covered all 
your bases.
www.padental.org/checklist

Headhunters can cost 
thousands of dollars.

Let PDA help you 
buy or sell your 
practice, become 
a partner or gain 
experience as an 
associate. 

Checklist
q Determine a budget for the move.

q Select a new office location. 
         www.padental.org/am/pdf/considerpa.pdf

q Professional notifications.
 q Landlord/Lease Holder
 q  Accountant
 q Financial Institution
 q Patients
  q    Display flyers in the office,

discuss during check-in or 
treatment, have staff give a
reminder at check-out. 

  q    Have new appointment cards,
business cards, stationery,
address stamps and return
mailing labels made.

  q Send postcards announcing 
the move to all patients.

  q Include a message about 
relocation in on-hold
message/after-hours
message.

q Pennsylvania State Board of 
          Dentistry (SBOD)
          You must notify SBOD within 10 days

of a change of address.
Phone: (717) 783-7162
Fax: (717) 787-7769
E-mail: ST-DENTISTRY@state.pa.us
Web: www.dos.state.pa.us/dent

 q Drug Enforcement Administration
Registration changes (change of
address) should not be submitted
until an approved state license for
the new address is received.   
Changes will become effective
immediately upon DEA approval.

DEA Call Center: (800) 882-9539
E-mail: DEA.Registration.Help@usdoj. gov         
Web: www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov  
DEA Local Divisions
Philadelphia: (215) 238-5160
Pittsburgh: (412) 777-1870
Scranton: (570) 496-1020

 q United States Postal Service 
                       www.usps.com
 q Insurance providers
 q Electronic claims clearing house
 q Credit card companies
 q Professional associations
                     Pennsylvania Dental Association 
         (800) 223-0016
         PDA will forward your change of  
         address to ADA and your district/ 
         local dental society.
        q Practice support providers
  q Utility companies/municipal    
       services
  q Practice software company
  q Website design company
  q Product supply companies
  q Answering service company
  q Patient payment/financing   
                   company

q Prepare the office.
 q Inventory supplies
 q Disinfect instruments and countertops
 q Properly dispose of refuse,  chemicals     
     and sharps

q Network by attending local dental  
       society meetings in new location. 
         www.padental.org/components

q Additional items for consideration.
 q Advertisement in local newspaper.
 q Send thank you to businesses/referrals  
      that helped support your former office.
 q Thank your patients for staying with 
                 you and coming to your new location.

q Additional resources.
 q PDA Members’ Library
                         www.padental.org/library
 q ADA Members’ Library
           www.ada.org/294.aspx

Moving Your  
Practice
Checklist

R Determine a budget for the move.

R Select a new office location.

R Professional notifications.

R Prepare the office.

R Network.

Are you looking to downsize, expand or 
relocate your practice? 

Let PDA help make your move as smooth 
and successful as possible with the Moving 
Your Practice Checklist. 

...and more! 

Look inside for the complete  
Moving Your Practice Checklist.

Looking to increase your patient base? 
Let ADA and PDA help you advertise your services through 
the respective Find a Dentist Directories, accessible to the 
public to find a dentist based on location, payment type, 
insurance acceptance, 
specialty and more.

www.padental.org/findadentist
www.mouthhealthy.org/find-a-dentist.aspx

www.padental.org/placementservice

Logo usage
When you display your ADA or 
PDA membership logo, you are 
distinguishing yourself as one of 
the many member dentists who 
belong to organized dentistry 
to advance the profession and 
promote public oral health. 
www.padental.org/logo

of consumers85
More than 

%
reported they were aware 
of the ADA’s position 
of being focused on 
improving oral health, 
according to a recent 
Public Opinion Survey.

$
Savings = up to $900/yr 



PDAIS 
Enjoy the convenience of one-stop-shopping and the peace 
of mind that comes from having a single source for all your 
insurance needs. PDAIS, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
PDA, provides a variety of business and personal insurance 
products to PDA member-dentists, their families and staff. 

PDAIS offers you and your 
staff an average of 15 
percent savings on quality 
products from highly-rated 
companies. All carriers, 
programs and products 
have been thoroughly 
reviewed by PDAIS and approved by PDA.

Insurance Coverage

ADA Great West 
Since 1934, the ADA 
and Great-West Life 
have worked together to 
offer life and disability insurance products exclusively to ADA 
members and their families that grow as you do to help protect 
you, your family and your practice. www.insurance.ada.org

TDIC 
Created by dentists for dentists, TDIC 
offers valuable products at reduced 
premiums, including:
•	 Professional and business liability
•	 Employment practices liability
•	 Building and business personal property
www.thedentists.com

Andrew J. Mramor, 
DDS, Philadelphia

$15% savings
on quality products 
from highly-rated 
companies

When my homeowner’s policy more 
than doubled in one year’s time, I 
contacted PDAIS for a quote. I was able 
to purchase a new policy for even less 
than what I was originally paying and 
wasn’t oversold on excessive coverage.

Phone: (877) 732-4748
www.pdais.com Act 65 Requires 

Dentists to Carry 
Malpractice Insurance
Dentists are required 
to carry malpractice 
insurance at minimum of 
$1 million per occurrence 
or claim and $3 million 
per annual aggregate.

PDA successfully lobbied 
to amend the legislation 
to include the following 
exemptions:
•	 Dentists maintaining an 

active license but not 
practicing clinically.

•	 Volunteer dentists in 
community-based settings.

•	 Dentists whose employer 
provides coverage.



Website Design &  
Internet Marketing

(888) 496-9493
PDA members receive 25 percent 
off setup fees for a new website. 

Gain maximum online exposure 
and attract new patients with a 
professional ProSites website.

(877) 770-3323
Mention offer code PDA-5028

PDA members can earn cash back 
on their home and office electricity 
usage through Energy Plus®.

Precious Scrap Metal 
Recovery 

(800) 741-3174
PDA members earn a five percent 
premium. 

Maximize the return on refining your 
practice’s precious scrap metal and 
receive fast payment settlement in 
about 10 business days.  

Office & Equipment 
Financing

(800) 497-6076 
Mention code INA0107A 

Purchase your own practice and 
new equipment with financing up 
to $5,000,000.

Energy Supplier 

Visit www.pdais.com/vendors for more information 

on these products.

Endorsed Vendors

Automated Marketing & 
Communications

(866) 652-6500
Free analysis

TekCollect provides full-service, 
strategic cash flow management 
solutions to dental practices 
nationwide.

(800) 210-0355
PDA members receive 
special pricing.

Demandforce helps you better 
communicate with your existing 
patients and build your online 
reputation to attract new patients.

Accounts Receivable  
Management & Collection  

Credit Card

Earn the rewards 
you want — travel, 
merchandise, gift 
cards and more. 

(717) 880-9945
Choose the right payment terminal.

Take advantage of the special 
discounted rates available to you 
as a PDA member. 

Credit Card Processing

Waste Management

(717) 554-6343
mahces@comcast.net
Free cost comparison

PDA members receive exclusive 
pricing for cost effective, efficient 
and reliable disposal/recycling 
for all of your office’s infectious 
and hazardous wastes. It is not 
unusual for customers to save 
50 percent or more over higher-
priced national competitors. 

(800) 300-3046, ext. 4519 
New enrollments

When your practice accepts 
CareCredit’s health care credit 
card as a payment option, 
patients can select from a variety 
of convenient financing options, 
making it easier for them to 
accept your complete treatment 
recommendations. 

Patient Financing

www.pdais .com/vendors



PDA provides several resources to patients and the public 
to ensure Pennsylvanians are informed consumers and have 
access to quality dental care. 

Outreach 
•	 Pennsylvania Dental Foundation 

www.padental.org/foundation 

•	 Dental Clinic Directory 
www.padental.org/clinicdirectory

•	 Virtual Dental Van 
www.padental.org/van

•	 Kids’ Corner 
www.padental.org/kidscorner

•	 Teachers’ Corner 
www.padental.org/teacherscorner

NCDHM
Every February, ADA sponsors National 
Children’s Dental Health Month (NCDHM), to 
increase adolescent awareness of oral health 
importance. PDA supplements this initiative 
by sponsoring an oral health poster contest 
for all third-graders in the commonwealth.
www.padental.org/ncdhm

Community Education
Dentists in Pennsylvania are required to maintain 30 
continuing education (CE) hours per every licensure renewal 
cycle. Licensure renewal is due March 31 of every odd-
numbered year. These requirements are set forth by the 
Pennsylvania State Board of Dentistry.

CE Resources
•	 FREE online CE  

offered by ADA 
www.adaceonline.org

•	 Discounted or free  
CE offered by PDA 
www.padental.org/ce

•	 Discounted or free CE offered by your district or local 
dental society 
www.padental.org/components

•	 Free CE tracking folder to keep your 
credits and certificates organized 
and in one place.

Pennsylvania State Board of Dentistry
www.dos.state.pa.us/dent

(717) 783-7162

Did You Know? ?
You can earn up to 

15 30of
your

total credits of CE online.

National Children’s
Dental Health Month

Statewide 3rd GradePoster Contest Winner

 2012

Age 9
Dallastown ElementaryDallastown, PA

Camryn Eveler

DENTIST'S 2-YEAR CDE RECORD-KEEPING FOLDER

SUMMARY OF 2-YEAR CDE CREDITS FOR LICENSE RENEWAL

THIS FOLDER WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 

HOW MANY CDE CREDITS ARE REQUIRED BY 
THE RULES?Dentists must accumulate 30 hours of 

acceptable CDE in the two-year period 
preceding license renewal.

IS A CDE CREDIT UNIT THE SAME AS  
A CDE HOUR? A credit unit consists of 60 minutes, which make 

up one credit hour.
WHAT ABOUT HOME STUDY COURSES?
A maximum of 50 percent of the required credit 
hours may be taken through individual study, 
serving as an instructor, or authoring a book, 
article or continuing education program. At least 50 percent of required credit hours must 

be obtained through attending lectures or clinical 
presentations.

IS CPR REQUIRED BY THE RULES?Yes. At the time of license renewal, dentists must 
possess current certification in infant, child and 
adult cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). The 
course must be substantially similar in content 
to CPR courses offered by the American Heart 
Association or the American Red Cross and 
have a similar renewal period. (Online CPR 
certification is not acceptable.)

MUST I SUBMIT MY COURSE VOUCHERS AND 
CERTIFICATES WITH MY LICENSE RENEWAL?
No. By submitting your license renewal 
application to the SBOD you automatically attest 
to having complied with the CDE requirements. 
Records must be maintained for four years from 
the date of application. License renewals will be 
randomly audited. At the time of audit, records of 
CDE activities must be presented to demonstrate 
rules compliance.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE 
TO MEET THE CDE REQUIREMENTS?
If an applicant falsifies information or cannot 
provide documentation supporting completion of 
the required credit hours, the consequences may 
result in fines, reprimands, probation or license 
suspension.

WHO IS NOT EXEMPT FROM THE CDE 
REQUIREMENTS?A licensee or certificate holder suspended for 

disciplinary reasons.

WHAT DOES “ACCEPTABLE” CDE MEAN?
Courses related to the profession of dentistry of 
a clinical or scientific nature are acceptable IF 
the course provider is approved by the SBOD. 
(See program sponsors.) Courses offered 
by CDE providers that are approved by the 
Academy of General Dentistry (AGD PACE) and 
the American Dental Association (ADA CERP) 
are automatically approved by the SBOD. 
Other providers must apply for course approval 
directly with the SBOD. Verify course status 
with the provider before taking the course. For 
a listing of continuing education courses visit 
www.padental.org/CE.

The following are the continuing education 
subject areas that directly relate to the 
maintenance of clinical competence:•	 Clinical and technological subjects.

•	Emergency procedures EXCLUDING 
HOURS REQUIRED FOR CPR CERTIFICATION. •	 Diagnoses and treatment of oral pathosis. 

•	 Infection control. •	 Abuse and neglect.•	 Medical and scientific subjects.•	 Laws and regulations pertaining to dentists, 
dental hygienists and expanded function 
dental assistants.

Credit hours will not be awarded in nonclinical 
subjects, including:•	 Practice building.•	 Billing.
•	 Office management.•	 Communication skills.•	 Insurance reimbursement.

Credit will not be awarded for repeating a 
program in the same renewal period unless the 
subject matter has substantially changed during 
that period.

CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE PREVENTED ME FROM 
COMPLETING THE CDE REQUIREMENTS. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO?Special consideration may be granted in the 

form of a waiver by the SBOD in selected 
instances of illness, hardship or emergency. The 
waiver request must be in writing and explain 
why compliance is impossible and should be 
submitted to the SBOD as soon as possible. 
Waiver requests will be handled on a case-by-
case basis.

PROGRAM SPONSORSThe Board has approved the following as 
program sponsors:•	 American Dental Association  Continuing Education Review Program  

(CERP Approved).•	 Academy of General Dentistry National 
Sponsor Approval Program.•	An accredited dental, dental hygienist or 

expanded function dental assistant school 
or program. •	 Medical or osteopathic medical school or 

college accredited by an accrediting body 
recognized by the State Board of Medicine, 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine or the 
State Board of Nursing.•	 The National Dental Association and its 

specialty societies and the National Dental 
Hygienists Association.•	 The American Dental Association’s specialty 

associations, the American Dental Hygienists 
Association and the American Dental 
Assistants Association.   •	 The American Medical Association, 

American Osteopathic Medical Association 
and the American Nursing Association.

•	 The Pennsylvania Academy of Dental 
Hygiene Studies.•	 The Veterans’ Administration. •	 The United States military services.

•	 The National Institutes of Health.•	 The United States Public Health Service.WHERE CAN MORE INFORMATION BE 
OBTAINED ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA CDE 
REQUIREMENTS?    More information, including a complete copy 

of the CDE regulations, can be obtained by 
contacting the State Board of Dentistry, P.O. Box 
2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649,  
(717) 783-7162, Fax (717) 787-7769, 
www.dos.state.pa.us, or the Pennsylvania 
Dental Association, 3501 North Front Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17110, (717) 234-5941,  
(800) 223-0016, Fax (717) 232-7169.  
www.padental.org.
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CONTINUING ANESTHESIA EDUCATION REGULATIONS

Beginning April 1, 2005, and for all subsequent renewal periods, the following hours of continuing education  

are required as a condition of permit renewal:

TOTAL CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS

H
O

U
R

S

Continuing Education Lectures/ProgramsContinuing Anesthesia Education (if applicable)
Individual Self-StudyServing as an Instructor of a Didactic Course

Author: Books, Professional Articles, CE Programs

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR)

Current certification in infant, child and adult CPR will be required for relicensure. Certification may be obtained by 

completing a course that is substantially similar in content to CPR courses offered by the American Heart Association 

or the American Red Cross and has a similar renewal period. To avoid delay in the processing of your license 

renewal application, PDA recommends that you complete the American Heart Association’s “Health-care provider” 

course or a course offering a certification card that states “Infant, Child and Adult CPR.” (Note: Online CPR courses 

are not acceptable and CE credits are not earned for this training.)

•	Unrestricted Permit: An applicant for an unrestricted permit 

shall have completed 15 hours of SBOD-approved courses 

related to general anesthesia and deep sedation.
•	Restricted Permit I: An applicant for a restricted permit I 

shall have completed 15 hours of SBOD-approved courses 

related to conscious sedation.•	Restricted Permit II: There are no additional CE requirements.

•	Non-permitholder: Non-permitholder licensees who 
maintain offices in which general anesthesia, deep sedation 

or conscious sedation is administered shall have completed 

five hours of SBOD-approved courses related to the modality 

of anesthesia that is administered in the office. For example, a 

non-permitholder who uses an itinerant provider administering 

general anesthesia must obtain five hours of CE in coursework 

related to general anesthesia.

Continuing anesthesia education will be credited toward the permitholder’s and the non-permitholder licensee’s 

continuing education requirement under Section 33.401(a)(1) (relating to credit-hour requirements).

provided as a member-service by your Pennsylvania Dental Association
Every two years, all Pennsylvania dentists must renew their licenses and 

certify compliance with state continuing dental education (CDE) rules by 

submitting their application for license renewal.Dental licenses renew on April 1 of every odd numbered year. For the 

preceding two-year period, dentists must maintain records of CDE activities 

according to Subchapter B. LICENSURE OF DENTISTS AND DENTAL 

HYGIENISTS: Section 33.105. Biennial renewal of licenses and certificates.
It is the dentist’s responsibility to keep evidence of his or her CDE 

activities for four years following license renewal in the event of an audit 

by the State Board of Dentistry (SBOD). Sponsors must keep records of 

the CDE courses they provide, but only to substantiate dentists’ claims of 

participation. It is the dentist's responsibility to keep CDE records in the 

same manner in which Internal Revenue Service data are kept.
Evidence of course attendance and completion may take the form 

of vouchers, certificates or letters from approved sponsors, sponsor-

generated printouts or a certified transcription of the courses taken from 

an accredited college or university. (For non-credit courses taken, a 

statement of hours of attendance signed by the instructor is acceptable.) 

Copies of published articles, books or CDE programs and evidence of 

being an instructor should be as complete as possible to protect against 

potential audit challenges. F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

PARTIALLY UNDERWRITTEN BY 

The Dentists Insurance Company

Endorsed by

For a quote contact PDAIS877.732.4748thedentists.com

• Professional Liability• Office Property• Employment Practices Liability

Protectingdentists.
It’s all we do.
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Pennsylvania State Employees Credit Union
PSECU is a not-for-profit credit union providing a full array of 
convenient, electronically delivered services at no or low cost. 
PDA members and their dental office staff are eligible to join. 
www.psecu.com 

Get a Member Get $100
Sponsor a new member and contribute 
to your professional association. 
You could find yourself $100 richer! 
www.padental.org/100

Survey & Economic Research
ADA’s Health Policy Resources Center (HPRC) collects data 
and other information on a wide range of dental-related 
issues. Many of these surveys are complimentary for 
members. www.ada.org/1440.aspx

Perks 

Topics include:
•	 Dental Issues 
•	 Dental Practice 
•	 Workforce Issues 
•	 Educational Programs

•	 Consumer Issues and 
Public Opinion 

•	 Economics & Dentistry: 
Dental Health  
Analysis Series 

Members Making a Difference
Many PDA members selflessly volunteer their time and talents 
to promote good oral health to the public. Read about their 
acts of kindness at www.padental.org/makingadifference.
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Your Resource
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