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FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ward Blackwell, Executive Director

PDA Channels Johnny Appleseed

As I reported last year in this space, the trend of fewer Pennsylvania dentists and fewer PDA members
each year is continuing. While there are numerous contributing factors, the manifestation of it is more
PA dentists retiring or dying each year than begin practicing in our state. But as I also reported, PDA
last year planted the seeds of several new initiatives to increase the value of membership. Still more
seeds have been planted this year, even as those earlier plantings grew and began to bear fruit:

The number of events and audiences (now high school and college students in addition to school
counselors) where PDA is promoting careers in dentistry has greatly multiplied.

The PALMM member legal services program has provided expert legal advice for free to about 20
members since starting last summer, and new resources will be added soon.

PDA Member Advantage now includes The Dentists’ Supply Company (TDSC), saving you money
on some of your most frequent purchases.

Millions in new funding for the dental Medical Assistance program are now being used to increase
reimbursement on the most common codes.

PDA’s bill prohibiting dental insurers from reimbursing only by virtual credit card was passed, and
more insurance reform bills were filed this year.

The transition to a tripartite should increase efficiency and paves the way for major IT upgrades.

PDA’s steadily expanding resources protecting members’ personal mental, physical and financial
well-being included the January launch of the Financial Wellness Academy.

As with the first group, most of PDA’s second Leadership Academy class are now serving in
leadership roles at the local, state and national levels.



Active 12/31/24 Active 12/31/23

1st
 D

ist
ric

t

2nd D
ist

ric
t

3rd
 D

ist
ric

t

4th
 D

ist
ric

t

5th
 D

ist
ric

t

6th
 D

ist
ric

t

7th
 D

ist
ric

t

8th
 D

ist
ric

t

9th
 D

ist
ric

t

10th
 D

ist
ric

t
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

2024 2023

New Members Reinstated Members
0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

New vs. Reinstated

315 312

47
75

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

to all who received awards and
recognition at this year’s

Pennsylvania’s Dental Meeting.

Sign up for hassle free, automatic payments. 

Never miss a due date again.Never miss a due date again.

Choose eDuesChoose eDues
$50 CREDIT/INCENTIVE FOR NEW ENROLLEES!$50 CREDIT/INCENTIVE FOR NEW ENROLLEES!

http://www.padental.org/edues
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Professional Advice on Legal Matters for Members

Programs for personal and professional development
Ask any PDA staff member

about these programs!
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through the PDA Member Advantage program.
Learn more at www.padental.org/PDAMA.

Credit Card Processing

Platinum
Level

Payroll & Business Solutions

Regulated Medical
Waste Management

Online Patient Reviews

Precious Scrap Metal Recovery

PDA members have access to exclusive values
on secure, high-quality products and services 

Cyracom - Interpretation & 
Translation Services

ODP - Office Supplies
Lands’ End - Apparel for Staff
Lenovo - Computers & Technology

PDA-Endorsed

Mercedes-Benz - Luxury Vehicles
Panacea - Practice Financing
US Bank - Credit Card
Volvo - Sustainable Vehicles

Patient Communications Website Design & Internet Marketing

Cloud ePrescribing, HIPAA Risk Assessments & 
Encrypted HIPAA Email Personal Loans & Student Loan Refinancing

Silver
Level

Bronze
Level

Amalgam Recovery

Patient Financing

Dental Supplies

PDAMA 
Partners

ADA 
Partners

Practice & Personal Insurance



padental.org/careers

Interested in promoting dental
careers? Is there a career fair in
your area?

We can help by providing approved
materials for you to hand out and
talk about with attendees.

Scan the QR and
give us the details. 





Donated Dental Services

Medicaid Funding for Fee Increase
How did we convince legislators to provide more funding for dentistry in the budget?

Our public health and Medicaid dentists did an awesome job reaching out to legislators.
PDA also joined forces with other dental organizations to lobby for funding and
comprehensive adult services. We’re still working on the latter! A bill restoring adult
services passed the House and is in a Senate committee.

Virtual Credit Card (Act 58)
PDA sparred with the dental insurers and credit card lobbyists and came out on
top—our No. 1 dental insurance reform issue passed on July 15!

Telehealth (Act 42)

Noncompete Covenants (Act 74)
How did we lobby for an amendment?

One of PDA’s contact dentists just happens to be good friends with the bill’s primary
sponsor. One phone call explaining the differences between dental and medical practice
models helped pave the way for an amendment to the bill. This is a perfect illustration
of the power of just one PDA contact dentist advocating for the dental profession!

PDA successfully lobbied for a continuation of funding from the state for Dental
Lifeline Network’s (DNL) Donated Dental Services program.

Defines telehealth and requires health insurers and managed care plans to pay
for covered services that are rendered through telehealth.

All possible in partAll possible in part

Have you made your
2025 contribution yet?


